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Norman K. Swazo

Developments in artificial intelligence (Al) technologies
portend opportunities for global society but also threats to
humanity at large, the latter including an existential threat
from “catastrophe trajectories” and “technological transforma-
tion trajectories.” This is problematic for machine-learning and
deep-learning technologies having algorithmic logics that seek
to realize artificial general intelligence (AGI) and even “superin-
telligence.” Automated decision-making is of ethical and grave
concern when such technologies are appropriated for nuclear
weapons operations, that is, automated decision-making in
nuclear weapons command, control, and communications
(NC3). This matter is illustrated here with reference to D.E
Jones’s masterful science fiction narrative Colossus, published in
1966 but related to technical Al discussion. Jones’s prescience
tells a cautionary tale pertinent to contemporary military
security policy, especially in light of the renewed Cold War.
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