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REIMAGINING PEACEBUILDING IN THE 
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO:  

A POLITICAL ECOLOGY OF CONFLICT SENSITIVITY 
AND INDIGENOUS AGENCY

Israel Nyaburi Nyadera, Billy Agwanda, and Michael Otieno Kisaka

This study advances a conceptual framework for peacebuilding 
in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) by integrating 
conflict sensitivity with political ecology and indigenous systems 
of governance. Moving beyond critiques of the liberal peace 
model—a top-down paradigm prioritizing elite bargains and 
militarized stability—we propose a multi-scalar approach that 
accounts for the interplay of local power dynamics, globalized 
resource extraction, and colonial legacies. Drawing on empirical 
case studies from eastern DRC (2010–23), including interviews 
with forty-five Congolese civil society leaders and ex-combatants, 
we demonstrate how externally designed interventions often 
exacerbate tensions. Our findings reveal that peacebuilding fails 
when it neglects the political stakes of resource allocation, such 
as patronage networks privileging Kinshasa-aligned actors, and 
the contested nature of “the local,” where autochthony claims 
by Mai-Mai groups exclude marginalized communities like the 
Banyamulenge. Our framework underscores the necessity of 
centring Congolese epistemologies, such as integrating indig-
enous land tenure systems into conflict resolution, while crit-
ically engaging external actors’ roles in perpetuating violence, 
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