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OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES  
FACED BY CIVIL SOCIETY PEACE COMMITTEES  

IN POST-COLONIAL ZIMBABWE

Norman Chivasa

Civil society in post-colonial Zimbabwe has long been involved 
in forming informal peace committees to prevent violence and 
sustain peace and development initiatives at the community 
level. This study is based on the experiences of three civic 
organizations, namely, the Zimbabwe Civic Education Trust, 
Ecumenical Church Leaders Forum, and Heal Zimbabwe 
Trust, that have spearheaded the formation of informal peace 
committees in Zimbabwe. To complement reports by these civic 
societies, the study conducted twenty interviews with key infor-
mants with experience in setting up informal peace committees 
in both urban and communal areas across Zimbabwe. Results 
showed that even though informal peace committees are part 
of the normal life of communities, they face a myriad of chal-
lenges. One challenge is that they lack the political and social 
clout needed to engage with government actors and political 
leaders. Despite the experience they bring to conflict situations, 
informal peace committees remain sidelined by formal peace 
committees with constitutional mandates. This study recom-
mends that where informal peace committees exist at district, 
ward, and village levels, mainstream infrastructures for peace 




